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          NEWSLETTER 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

The beginning of the New Year gives us the opportunity to thank God for the blessings he bestowed on us during the past year. We 

also ask God to continue to bless our Students, Parents, Families, Faculty, Staff and Administration through 2017.  

 
The month of January brings many important academic, spiritual and social events. Semester exams test the knowledge our students 

have learned since the beginning of the school year, our liturgical celebrations give us the opportunity to celebrate our faith together 

and Catholic schools week enables us to celebrate our Catholic schools. Please join us for one of our liturgies as we celebrate National 

Honor Society Induction and Catholic Schools Week. We will also have students participate in the March for Life. May we use this 

New Year to grow in faith, to cherish the gift of life, and to thank God for bringing us to this New Year. Additionally, the Nativity 

family will welcome student musicians from all over the Diocese as we host the Diocesan Music Festival from January 26-28
th

.  

 

Thank you for being an important and vital part Nativity BVM High School. 

 
HAPPY 2017!  

 

 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
In order for students to take their mid-term exams and 

receive report cards, tuition payments and fundraising must 

be up to date.  

 

Liturgical Calendar for the Month of January 

 

Thursday, January 12
th

  Liturgy – National Honor Society  

        Induction  

Friday, January 27
th

 March for Life 

Wednesday, January 30
th

 Catholic Schools Week Mass 

 
Important Calendar Dates 

 

January 3, 2017 School Re-opens 

January 7, 2017 Nativity Athletic Hall of 

       Fame Induction 
January 16, 2017 School Closed –  

 Teacher In-Service 

 Martin Luther King 

January 17-19, 2017 Semester Exams 

January 22, 2017 Open House & Registration 1 PM 

January 26-28 Diocesan Music Festival 

January 29-February 3, 2017 – Catholic Schools Week 

 

 

National Honor Society 

Students who have met the requirements and have 

petitioned for acceptance into the Saint Thomas Aquinas 

Chapter of the National Honor Society are:  

Seniors: Ellie Cassidy, Ari Keim, Chloe Manus, Michael 

Winter, Tyler Zimerofsky.   

Junior: Ty Daubert.   

Sophomores:  Abigail Bolich, Allison Bolich, Sean Crane, 

Michael Durant, Matthew Goodman, Madison Hayes, 

Connor McNamara, Victoria Newton, Leslie O, 

Benjamin Patton, Gabriella Quinn, Andrew Vaupel, 

Hadrian Vaupel, Luca Walborn, Haley Zimerofsky.  

Congratulations to Chloe Prezelski who has been 

named a finalist in the Diocesan Stand Up for Life Essay 

Contest! 

Congratulations to our students who performed in 

various presentations of the Nutcracker and Christmas 

Concerts over the holiday. It is always a joy to see and hear 

the talents of so many young adults.  
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NEWS FROM THE STUDIES OFFICE 

First Semester Exams will take place January 17, 18 and 19th.  

 

The exam schedule will be: 

Tuesday, January 17:  Periods 2, 8 and 6 

Wednesday, January 18:  Periods 3, 4 and 5 

Thursday, January 19:  Periods 1 and 7 

 

Please have students well rested and report on the day their 

exam is scheduled.   

 

EXAM TIMES 

 

8:15- 8:30         Prayer/Announcements and Prep Time 

8:30 – 9:45  1
st
 Exam 

9:45 – 10:00  Exam Preparation 

10:00 – 11:15  2
nd

 Exam 

11:15-- 11:30  Exam Preparation 

11:30 – 12:45  3
rd

 Exam 

 

All exams will be 1 hour and 15 minutes long. 

 

In the event of snow on any of these days, the schedule will be 

moved to the next day.  On a two hour delay the exams will 

begin two hours later than listed here and students will be 

dismissed at regular 2:34 dismissal time. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: In order for students to take their mid-term 

exams and receive report cards, tuition payments and fund 

raising must be up to date. 

 

The second quarter will close on Friday, January 20
th

  with 

report cards scheduled to be given to the students on Friday, 

January 27
th

. 

 
Parents are reminded that the parent portal for grades, 

discipline reports, and attendance is available at anytime once 

your account is created.  However, the parent portal will not 

be available from January 15
th

 to January 30
th

 for the 

preparation of report cards. 

 
The third quarter will begin on Monday, January 23

rd
 .  

Students will receive their third quarter schedules during the 

week of January 9
th

 so any corrections can be made before the 

start of the quarter. 

 

If you have any questions please e-mail Mr. Strause at 

lstrause@nativitybvm.net. 

 

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

 REGISTRATION for the 2017-2018 school year at 

Nativity is scheduled for SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2017 

from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the school.  Faculty, staff, 

administration and coaches will be available to answer 

questions.  Tours of the school will be given and tuition 

assistance drawings will be available that afternoon for those 

who register.  Please contact Jennifer Daubert at 570-622-

8110 with any questions. 

 

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 

Induction ceremonies for Nativity’s Athletic Hall of Fame will 

take place on Saturday, January 07, 2017 at the Girls 

Basketball game vs. Shenandoah Valley High School.  A 

lunch reception for inductees and their families will take place 

at the school beginning at 11:15 AM.  The formal induction 

ceremony will be held in between the JV and Varsity games. 

The JV game begins at 12:30. 

 

FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE 

POT OF GOLD WINNERS 

DECEMBER 7, 2016 

1
st
)     Cathy Cruz                     seller:  Patrick Stone 

2
nd        

Sean Nestor                    seller:  Erin Warcola 

3
rd

)    Pavlick                            seller: Ryan McCloskey 

4
th

)    Joe & Lisa Gasper          seller:  Emily Gasper 

 

 

 

    PARENTS/ GUARDIANS OF THE 

GRADUATES, CLASS OF 2017 

A representative from Herff Jones was here on Monday, 

December 12
th

 to measure your student for his/her cap and 

gown for graduation.  Each graduating student was given a 

packet of information about Graduation Announcements and 

memorabilia of the class of 2017.  PLEASE BE SURE TO 

READ THIS IMPORTANT INFORMATION AND TO 

RETURN IT BACK TO SCHOOL NO LATER THAN 

JANUARY 17, 2017.  If payment plans are needed, your 

student was informed what process to follow.  Please DO 

NOT DELAY, an additional fee for announcements will be 

charged after the cut-off date.   

If you have any questions, please contact Jane in the main 

office @ 570-622-8110.  

mailto:lstrause@nativitybvm.net
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Nativity Happenings 
 

A unique experience was had by students in 

French Class.  The class enjoyed (or maybe not) escargot or 

snails.  Served in shells each was smothered in a butter sauce 

flavored with garlic, parsley and onions.  Just the thought 

made some of them squeamish.  The students coerced one 

another until all had at least tasted one.  Couscous, a rice-like 

dish from Morocco, was served as a side dish. 

 

N.B.  There is still ample time to sign up for the 2017 summer 

trip to France.  An additional day has been added to the tour 

at no additional cost.  Contact Mrs. Sandra Schwenk for 

further information and an application. 

 

Music Notes 

 
After successful Christmas performances at the Pottsville Tree 

Gala, the annual Christmas concert, and the presentation for 

nursing home guests and the Nativity student body, the 

Nativity Music Department now turns its attention to hosting 

the annual Diocesan Music Festival January 26, 27, and 28, 

2017.  Students representing the six Diocesan High Schools 

will come to Nativity to prepare a concert open to the public at 

2:00 PM January 28 in the Nativity gym.  Tickets will be sold 

at the door at a price of $7 for adults and $5 for students and 

senior citizens.  Guest conductors will be Mr. William 

Snelling, choral director at Muhlenberg H. S.  in Reading; and 

Mr. David Schmaldienst, retired band director at Tri-Valley H. 

S. Students from outside Schuylkill County will be housed at 

the Pottsville Ramada Inn. 

 

In other Nativity Band news, eight Nativity Band members in 

grades 6, 7, and 8 will participate in the Lebanon Valley 

College Middle School Band Festival on Thursday January 

12
th

 at the LVC campus in Annville, PA. 

 

The Nativity Music Department greatly appreciates the 

support of the Nativity community for music in our schools, 

and extends wishes for a Merry and Blessed Christmas and a 

Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year! 

 

FROM THE ART DEPARTMENT    

The Pottsville Business Association recently sponsored a 

Holiday Window Decorating contest for local high school 

students.  Four groups of Nativity artists painted original 

designs at local businesses.  Erin Warcola and Mallory 

Sanders horse-drawn sleigh at Yorkville Drug Store was voted 

second place in most nostalgic category.  Senator Argall’s 

office windows were adorned with the designs of Megan 

Ryan, Hanna Dowd and Ana Ozoria.  In the most colorful 

category, the work at Momma Millies, done by Haley Dewald, 

Allie Miske, Phil Vigoda and Zoe Dembinsky entitled 

Gingerbread Figures, won second place.  The honor of FIRST 

place in the most colorful category was taken by Kevin 

Sweeney, Emily Sterner and Nicholas Vaupel.  Their design 

can be seen on the Schuylkill Community In Action window. 

All winners attended a Holiday breakfast at the Greystone 

Restaurant.   

 

The Republican Herald has released the names of the 2017 

winners of the Artist of the Month Contest.  For the month of 

June, 2017, the artwork of Hanna Dowd will be published on 

the calendar page of the paper.  In August, 2017, it will be 

Emily Sterner and her artwork appearing on the calendar page.  

CONGRATULATIONS to both girls for their award winning 

designs! 

 

One of twenty-two trees located in the Pottsville Masonic 

building for this year’s Schuylkill Christmas Gala, the Nativity 

tree entitled “By The Sea” was voted second place overall.  

Haley Dewald, Devin Flanagan, Mallory Sanders and Phil 

Vigoda painted, glittered and decorated seashells, ocean 

creatures and beach balls to be used as ornaments.  Mrs. Sandi 

Miske, Allie’s mother, added her creative flair, swirling 

strands of ribbon in shades of blue and green around the 

branches and adorning the top of the tree with a mermaid.  A 

Special Thank You to Mrs. Miske for sharing her time and 

talent with us.   

 

The WIAC open house dates for 2017 are January 7
th

, 

February 4
th

, March 4
th

, April 1
st
 and May 6

th
.  Volunteers are 

needed to serve as greeters and to assist with children’s art 

lessons.  To receive service hours, sign up in the art room with 

Mrs. Schwenk for dates and times. 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2017! 

Monday, January 30, 2017 – Celebrating Our School 

Community 

We open our Catholic Schools Week by bringing our 

community together to celebrate the holy sacrifice of the 

Mass.   

Tuesday, January 31, 2017 – Celebrating Our Wonderful 

Students 

We celebrate the gift of our students by treating them to 

something special during the school day.   

Wednesday, February 1, 2017 – Celebrating Our Blessed 

Nation 

We will write letters of thanks and encouragement to our 

military forces for their sacrifice.  

 

Thursday, February 2, 2017 – Celebrating the Gift of 

Vocations 

We treat all of our parents and bus drivers during the 

morning drop-off period to donuts to thank them for their 

vocations as parents and workers.  

 

Friday, February 3, 2017 – Celebrating Our Faculty and 

Staff  

We will be treating all of our devoted faculty and staff to 

lunch during their lunch periods. 

 

 

 from the Green and Gold Booster Club! 

Thank you for all those who helped with the $20,000 raffle.  

Julia Klembara was the winner of the $500.00 tuition prize. 

We will be meeting January 11
th

 at 6:30 at school to start 

working on the Chinese Auction.  Remember the auction if 

you receive any unwanted Christmas Presents, they would 

make great donations! 

 

Our next Bingo is January 15
th

.  It will be a cash bingo. Come  

and try your luck at winning some,  Cold Cash!  As usual, we 

will need helpers and food donations. 

 

 

 

 


