NATIVITY BVM HIGH SCHOOL
ONE LAWTONS HILL
POTTSVILLE, PA 17901
Phone: 570-622-8110
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NEWSLETTER

August/September 2017

WELCOME BACK!!
Values Then… Values Now… Value Forever….
We start the 2017-2018 school year as the Non-Profit Business of the Year as named by the Schuylkill
Chamber of Commerce. Let the light continue to shine brightly on top of Lawtons Hill!
As we near the end of summer, preparations for the upcoming school year are in full swing. The following
projects have been competed or are in the process of being completed: new lights in the gym and stage areas,
new concrete work around the building, new fencing in the front of the building, repair work to the drainage on
the back field, painting of the 2nd floor and upgraded cameras outside the building and on the 2nd floor.
Additionally, new theology textbooks have been purchased as the Theology curriculum has been updated
around the Diocese. These projects have been completed through the efforts of NPSF, grants from the Forward
with Christ Campaign, the SOFF fund and donations from our own community. If anyone would like to make a
donation to these projects, please contact me at the school.
Our Catholic Faith is at the heart of the educational process at Nativity. Nativity High School offers an
exceptional educational experience for our students. With a 2017 matriculation rate of 94% to college and
constant positive feedback from our graduates, we know that we are helping to produce vibrant, energetic,
hardworking and successful young adults. With God’s help we continue to strive for excellence in everything
we do.
The Nativity community working together ensures this success. All of our hard work and the dedication of our
parents, alumni and friends have enabled us to move forward. As a family, we treasure our traditions and
constantly create new and exciting programs for our students. As we continue throughout this school year, let us
keep our theme in mind. There is no substitute for a Catholic school where Catholic values are lived every day.

Mrs. Lynn Sabol

New Teachers and Staff
Mr. John Donton – Science Department
Mr. Paul Noon – Dean of Students

A special thank you to Mr. Jason Jones who has left Nativity after many years of dedicated service. We
wish Mr. Jones success at his new position and will keep him in our prayers as he moves forward. He will
always be a part of the Nativity family.
A special thank you to Mrs. Danielle Fox who will be returning part-time to teach afternoon chemistry classes
until a full- time replacement can be found.
Opening of School
All students will report to the cafeteria upon arrival to school. We will continue to use the Main entrance in the
front of the building in the morning. All busses will drop off students at this location. At dismissal, all students
will use the rear doors of the building. Busses will pick up at the rear east end of the school. A warning bell will
ring at 8:10 AM when the students will report to their designated homerooms. Homeroom will begin at 8:15
AM.
The first week will include an ice cream social for the freshmen on Monday followed by a school picnic for the
entire student body and staff on Friday. All clubs and activities will have signup sheets at the picnic so that the
students can sign up as they enjoy good food, music and socialization.
Dress Code
Dress code information was sent to all families earlier this summer and is included in this letter. Please make
sure that your son/daughter is dressed according to regulations. If there are any questions, please contact Mr.
Paul Noon, Dean of Students.
Important Dates:
Wednesday-Friday August 23-25, 2017 – Faculty In-Service and Retreat
Friday, August 25, 2017- Home Football game against Hamburg
Sunday, August 27, 2017 – Opening Pep Rally – all fall sports and activities @ 7:00 PM
Monday, August 28, 2017 - all freshmen, transfer and international students report for a full day
Tuesday, August 29, 2017 all students report for a full day of school
Friday, September 1, 2017 – School Picnic and Club Sign-ups
Monday, September 4, 2017 – Labor Day – school Closed
Friday, September 8, 2017 – Opening School Liturgy @ 10:30 AM
Wednesday, September 13, 2017 – Back to School Night – 6:15 PM
Monday, September 25, 2017 – Atty. General Presentation to all students
“Call to Protect” - Freshmen
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 – PSP School Pictures
Thursday, September 28, 2017 – Liturgy – Student Council Installation
Atty. General’s Presentation
We are planning to have a presentation again this year by Special Agent Janene Holter from the Attorney
General’s office on September 25, 2017. She will be presenting information on Internet Safety and Cyber
Bullying to the student body. These presentations are required to conform with the CIPA laws regarding the
Internet. Ms. Holter will also be presenting information regarding the deadly effects of drug and alcohol abuse.

FROM THE STUDIES OFFICE
All student schedules were sent out. Parents, Guardians and Students are reminded that if you have any
questions or concerns regarding your student’s/your schedule, please contact Mr. Strause in the Studies Office
(570-622-8110).

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

ALUMNI TAILGATE
Nativity’s Alumni Tailgate will be held at the Saint Clair Veterans Memorial Stadium at 5:30 PM on FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 6, 2017, before our Homecoming Football Game. Nativity will play Springfield Township that night.
Fifty-fifty tickets are available @ the school. Please join us for our annual event!

FROM THE FINANCIAL OFFICE
GET YOUR TICKETS IN! The first Pot of Gold drawing will be held on SEPTEMBER 20 th. Please email Mrs. Young
if you need additional tickets to fulfill your $700.00 fundraising obligation.
THANK YOU! – Volunteers Needed !
Thank You to all the parents and the Nativity community who volunteered at the Green & Gold Carnival. It was
a great success! Let’s keep that volunteerism going during the school year. We still have a great need for help
at the home football games and other home events. If you are able to give us some time or donate a food item,
please contact Mr. Josh Muldowney at school, any member of Green & Gold, or a parent of a team member.
We are asking that every family volunteer at least twice during the school year. Proceeds from all the
concession stands directly benefit all the students at Nativity. Thank you again and keep up the good work!
Any parents who have volunteer paperwork to return to Mrs. Young, please send it into the main office as soon
as possible!

Teacher Feature 2017: Back From the Summer Lagoon…

Nativity faculty and staff have reclaimed Lawton’s Hill for the 2017-2018 schoolyear, and bring with
them “fresh meat!” Please join us in welcoming Mr. John Donton and Mr. Paul Noon. Over the course
of the school year to follow, we will introduce you to our outstanding faculty and staff. We have much
to be proud of, and look forward to sharing a little more about our teachers, administrators, coaches
and staff with you each month. In every newsletter we will feature some of the amazing people who
keep Nativity humming along… and ask them a series of questions called “The Genius Countdown,”
the answers to which can be quite revealing!

Mr. John Donton - Science Teacher
Affectionately known to his students as “Mr. D,” Mr. Donton comes to Nativity from Pottsville Middle
School, where he taught Science and Special Education. He is a graduate of Blue Mountain High
School, and has settled here in Schuylkill County with his wife and three young children. Prior to family
life, Mr. Donton earned his B.S. Biology/ Teaching certification from Alvernia University and his M.L.A.S.
Degree from the Drexel University College of Medicine. He is a member of Saint Ambrose parish, and
is involved in his family’s piano business.
Here is how Mr. D answered our Genius Countdown Questions:
7. What is your favorite movie that you are pretty sure is no one else’s favorite movie? John
Borman’s Excalibur.
6. Besides science, what are you fanatical about? Working out and music. I play the guitar,
symphonic bass and five-string banjo.
5. What character trait or quirk best defines the way you see yourself? Dedicated and passionate. Students should
get ready for a serious ride!
4. What is your most frightening recurring dream? Since high school, I have consistently had bad dreams where I
miss deadlines or due dates!
3. What, more than anything, fills you with rage and what do you do about it? Bossy people really bother me. I
simply move out of the line of fire; I email or text, if possible, to avoid personal interaction.
2. What are you “the worst” at? Traveling. Since 9/11 I have had a terrible fear of flying.
1. What in your life did you REALLY mess up and how did you recover from it? I worked as a vet tech all through
graduate school, but did not attend veterinary school. But that decision led me to teaching, and I am glad that it
did, as I am really happy to be here at Nativity.
Mr. Paul Noon - Dean of Students
When Mr. Noon was a student at Nativity BVM, he says Mr. Fed nicknamed him “Lurch” on the first
day of his freshman year and the nickname stuck. Students, however, can call him Mr. Noon. Mr.
Noon graduated from Nativity in 2003. He went to Susquehanna University, where he played
football, and was an All American center during his senior year. Mr. Noon went on to earn a Master’s
degree in Secondary School Counseling at the University of Scranton. He lives in Minersville and has
a two and a half year old daughter named Madeline.
.
Here is how Mr. Noon answered our Genius Countdown Questions:
7. What is your favorite movie that you are pretty sure is no one else’s favorite movie? Rudy. Period.
6. Besides science, what are you fanatical about? My daughter Madeline. She warms my heart.
5. What character trait or quirk best defines the way you see yourself? Genuine.
4. What is your most frightening recurring dream? I occasionally have this terrible dream where I am late for
something really important, and no matter what I do, I can’t get there.
3. What, more than anything, fills you with rage and what do you do about it? Listening to loud eaters. I have to
walk away and just tell myself that it will be over soon!
2. What are you “the worst” at? I can’t keep my hair under control. It has a mind of its own, no matter what I do.
1. What in your life did you REALLY mess up and how did you recover from it? I think a lot about my time at Nativity.
Like most adolescents, I took things for granted. I wish I hadn’t settled for mediocre. I wish I had given more effort
when I had the chance. What students do now will directly correlate with future opportunities. A lot of people find
that out too late. I know a lot of Nativity grads who have done great things. I want our current students to
accomplish great things, too.

What is happening around your school
ATHLETIC NEWS
All Athletic physicals should be completed and turned in by now for all fall sports. Those students who wish to participate
in winter sports should start working on getting their physical completed and return the form to Mr. Muldowney in the
athletic office. The Physical Form is accessible on the school website under Athletics. All athletes and parents are
required to be sure this Physical Form as well as the Code of Conduct Form and the Emergency Forms are completed. The
code of conduct form must be completed for each sport that the student athlete is participating in. Also, all sports
schedules are available on the school’s website.

ANNUAL DIG PINK VOLLEYBALL GAME will be held on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5th when the Green Wave takes
on Weatherly High School. T-Shirts are on sale for $15 and can be purchased from any volleyball player. Any questions
please contact Jenn Daubert @ 570-622-8110.

EIGHTH ANNUAL NATIVITY BVM GOLF TEAM OUTING will be held on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2017 at
Mountain Valley Golf Course. The cost is $90 per golfer and includes a breakfast buffet, green fees, gifts, beverages and
a Mountain Valley picnic. Breakfast begins at 7:30 AM with a shotgun start at 9:00 AM. To register or sponsor contact
AD Josh Muldowney at 570-622-8110 or Coach, Al Bobinas at 570-728-1389 or email NativityGolfTeam@gmail.com. All
proceeds benefit the Nativity Golf Program.

Nativity Students,
On behalf of your Student Government Association I would like to welcome each of you back to the hill for another
school year. We are excited to have you back and cannot wait to see what another year of your contribution to all areas of
student life has in store for our school. Nativity is a special place because of its student body, so thank you in advance for
the ways in which you will serve our school and those around you throughout the coming year.
Our Student Government is honored to be working to create an even better Nativity for the student body. There are
already a lot of happenings occurring for the start of the school year. We will immediately be in search of four
extraordinary leaders from the Class of 2021 to serve on our officers’ board. We then go full swing into preparing for
Spirit Week 2017!
It is imperative that we start the school year getting right into action! Thank you all for being such an amazing student
body. I look forward to meeting all the new faces that will be around campus this upcoming year. I am ecstatic to be
working with all of you! Enjoy the rest of your summer and be excited for another amazing school year.
Sincerely,
Mr. Charles Kustan

Interact Club
The Interact Club will hold its first meeting on Wednesday, September 6, 2017. This club is sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Pottsville and is service oriented. New members are welcome and upcoming service projects
will be announced. Any parents interested in helping with this organization or with service project ideas, please
contact Mrs. Lynn Sabol.
Math Club
The Math Club will be offering tutoring services to students who need extra help in Mathematics or other
subjects. Students involved in Math Club also coordinate the Mathletics Competition for our feeder schools
which will be held in November. Some members of the Math Club will be selected to represent Nativity at the
Bloomsburg Math Competition this fall.

SKI CLUB
Don’t dread the upcoming winter, GET EXCITED! We all have such a great time skiing together.
Lift tickets, rentals and lessons at Blue Mountain ski area are offered at a discounted rate. Details will be in
the October Newsletter. Students, parents, friends and even those who never skied before are all welcome to
be a part of the Nativity Ski Club. If you have any questions please call Kathi Sweeney @ 717-668-5292 or
Dottie Sterner @ 570-640-1760 or e-mail kathi@sweeney.net.

to Sue Eckley for your donation of the baskets for the Green & Gold Kevin Brennan Festival
held on August 4th and 5th . The winners are as follows: 1) Thirty-One Basket – Liz Eich; 2) Penn State Basket –
Aric Foster; 3) Coach Basket – Jane Yourey; 4) Gift Card Basket – Lizzy Winter; 5)Sophy Jewelers – Jen
Daubert; 6) Vera Bradley – Tom Derfler; 7) Nativity Basket – Donna Rohrbaugh; 8) Coca Cola Basket – Martina
Kull; 9) Kate Spade Basket – M. Drigris; 10) Halloween Basket – Jessica Maroukis; 11) Lottery Basket – Malissa
Dexter; 12) Hallmark Basket – Sue Snyder; 13) Yellow Shoppe – Monica Walborn; 14) Dunkin Donuts – Karen
Hayes; 15) Hollywood Casino – Gina Rose; and 16) Amazon Echo Dot – Honish Family.
The profit for the Basket Auction was $2,055.00 and the profit for the sale of Nativity clothing was $1,653.00.
Thank you to all the families who supported us!

GREEN & GOLD NEWS
The Green and Gold Booster Club would like to thank everyone who helped to make the KEVIN BRENNAN
MEMORIAL CARNIVAL a great success.

SCHOOL STORE NEWS:
The school Store will now be open Monday through Friday from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM. Parent volunteers are
always WELCOME! If interested, please call Sue Eckley @ 570-640-0930.
“THE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM” has added two (2) new gift cards: The Mustard Seed Restaurant and Roman
Delight, in Orwigsburg. Gift cards come in $25 increments.
All families who participated in the program will be credited in September for all their purchases from May
through August.
Our next Special (Holiday Happenings) for certificates will take place in October for Halloween. More
information to follow.

SPORTS PASSES are available in the school store. ADULT: $50 – STUDENT: $25.
OUR ANNUAL REFFLE will be kicking off in September. The first prize is $20,000.00. Thereafter, for every
fifteen (15) tickets sold a ticket will be drawn for $100.00. Sales are limited to 555 tickets and are $100 each.
The drawing will take place in December.
“IMPORTANT”: I am reaching out to all our parents. Any family who agrees to sell five (5) raffle tickets will be
entered into a drawing to win a $500.00 scholarship to Nativity and $100.00 in gift cards of your choice. For
more information, please contact Sue Eckley @ 570-640-0930 or stop in the school store.
WELCOME BACK!!
Sue Eckley, School Store Coordinator

